Elizabeth (Betta) Broad is the Outreach Director for the New Yorkers for Clean Power campaign, working to
accelerate the transition to a renewable energy economy in New York State. She is a native New Yorker and
longtime advocate for social justice, peace and sustainability. As the Deputy Director of Earth Day New York
for five years, she organized the major Earth Day festivals in NYC and in 2011 she began working full-time on
the campaign to ban fracking in New York State. Prior to launching New Yorkers for Clean Power, she was the
Program Manager of the Community Fracking Defense Project, an initiative of Catskill Mountainkeeper and the
Natural Resources Defense Council. While in this role, she created the RenewableNY program which received
a $1.8 million grant from NYSERDA to expand solarize campaigns across the Mid Hudson and Southern Tier
regions. She is a co-founder of the Energy Democracy Alliance and serves on the board of Citizens for Local
Power. A resident of Kingston, she was appointed to the Kingston Conservation Advisory Council and the
Kingston Climate Smart Commission. She can be reached at betta@nyforcleanpower.org 607-222-3678
Max Joel is a Program Manager for Community Solar NY, a part of the NY-Sun Initiative at the New York State
Energy Research & Development Authority (NYSERDA). He works to make solar power more accessible and
affordable through programs focused on community-driven projects and low-and-moderate income customers.
NY-Sun is a statewide solar initiative to expand the deployment of solar capacity throughout the state to build a
self-sustaining solar market. Previously, Max was the Director of Community Solar Initiatives at Solar One, a
nonprofit organization in New York City, and the Capital Projects Coordinator at the Queens Botanical Garden.
Max can be reached at 212.971.5342 x3035 or max.joel@nyserda.ny.gov
Robert Somers is manager of the Agricultural Protection Unit at NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets.
Responsible for the administration of the Agricultural Districts Law and the Farmland Protection Law, Bob
current employment emphasizes “right-to-farm” issues, such as sound agricultural practices, unreasonably
restrictive ordinances, and agricultural impact statements. He holds a Doctor of Philosophy Degree in Forest
Soils from the SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry as well as an undergraduate and
graduate education in forestry and natural resource administration. Bob can be reached at
Bob.Somers@agriculture.ny.gov or 518.457.3738
Steven N. Mogel currently maintains his own practice located in Monticello concentrating in the areas of civil
litigation and appeals, land use and development, municipal law, corporate and business law, commercial and
residential real estate, as well as probate, criminal law, family law, and matrimonial law. Steven has
represented and counseled clients in the negotiation of large scale solar farm leases in multiple counties in
New York State, and has made several well-received presentations on solar farm leases in Sullivan and Ulster
Counties to legislators, planners, attorneys, landowners, and interested members of the public. Steven serves
on multiple community and professional boards, including the Board of Directors of Cornell University
Cooperative Extension of Sullivan County, and is a past President of the Sullivan County Bar Association.
Steven can be reached at Phone: (845) 791-4303 or smogel@sullivancountylawyers.com
Dennis Ketchum is the assessor for Mount Hope, Montgomery, and Forestburgh. Currently he serves as the
New York State Assessors Association President and coordinates education in the Hudson Valley region.
Dennis can be reached at 845 457-2650 or dketcham@townofmontgomery.com
Robert Fischman is the Director of Energize NY Commercial. Robert brings three decades of professional
experience in the building industry, having directed more than $500 million in capital construction programs for
commercial, residential, educational and cultural institutions, municipal facilities, research laboratories, hotels
and athletic facilities. Robert holds a BS in Civil Engineering from Union College and a MS in Sustainability
Management from Columbia University. Bob can be reached at 914.302.7300 or Bob@energizeny.org
Colleen Osterhout is a loan officer with Farm Credit East for 15 years covering Westchester, Putnam
Rockland Counties in NY /Sussex, Bergen, Passaic Co in NJ/ and Fairfield Co. CT. Prior to that, she worked
as an Agricultural Educator for Cornell Cooperative Extension for 7 years in both Sullivan and Orange
Counties. Colleen has a B.S. in Agricultural Economics from Cornell University. She can be reached at
845.343.1802 or colleen.osterhout@farmcrediteast.com www.farmcrediteast.com

